DEAR
MINISTERS,

The Hon. Anthony Albanese MP, Prime Minister
The Hon. Mark Dreyfus KC MP, Attorney-General

The Hon. Richard Marles MP, Minister for Defence
Senator the Hon. Katy Gallagher, Minister for the Public Service

Australia is a better place when wrongdoing is exposed and wrongdoers are held accountable. In
that task, whistleblowers and public interest journalism play essential roles. So many of the major
injustices of recent decades have been brought to light thanks to whistleblowers and journalists

working hand in hand. Transparency brings justice — positive change comes when brave individuals

speak up.

But right now, two Australian whistleblowers are on trial. Richard Boyle spoke

up about wrongdoing at the tax office after raising the issue internally; David McBride is accused of
leaking information that helped journalists expose suspected war crimes committed by Australian
forces in Afghanistan. Their actions triggered accountability — both fuelled vital public interest

journalism later vindicated by independent inquiries.

But Boyle and McBride

are on trial. They face jail time for helping reporters tell the truth about wrongdoing. McBride will be
the first person on trial in relation to Australia’s war crimes in Afghanistan — the whistleblower, not

an alleged war criminal.

Your government has affirmed its commitment to press freedom, transparency and accountability, by
establishing the National Anti-Corruption Commission, convening a press freedom round table and
moving forward with reforms to whistleblower protections, surveillance laws and secrecy offences.

That commitment is laudable — but these prosecutions send a loud contrary message.=

Prime Minister, you have previously said ‘the idea that there should be a prosecution of a whistleblower,
for what’s a shameful part of Australia’s history, is simply wrong.” We couldn’t agree more.—

WE CALL ON YOU TO END

THE PROSECUTION OF WHISTLEBLOWERS AND FIX THE LAW

TO ENSURE WHISTLEBLOWERS ARE PROTECTED, NOT PUNISHED. SN
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